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sumptuousness on its later revival in 1891. The experience of ten years had made the manager feel a certainty in the results of his own powers ; his touch had become sure; the beautiful and striking effects were developed naturally without that undue emphasis which often disturbs the onward course of a piece. All his agents had grown skilled in the resources of the scene; and he himself, enjoying this security, and confident as would be a rider on the back of a well-trained horse, could give his undoubted fancy and imagination full range. Hence that fine, unobtrusive harmony which now reigns in all his pictures.
The piece was produced on September 18, 1880, and left an extraordinarily romantic effect on the public. Even now the very original and elegantly varied scenes come back on us as delightful reminiscences. The wonderful opera-house, the forest glades, the salon in Paris, all rise before us. Nor was there less art shown in the subdued tone of mystery which it was contrived to throw over the scenes. All through there was a hushed expectancy, a calm reserve. The scenes themselves, even those of reckless gaiety, seemed to strike this " awesome " note. Much as the familiar "ghosttune " was welcomed, more mysterious, as it always seemed to me, was the "creepy variation" on the original therne, devised by Mr. H. Clarke, and which stole in mournfully at some impending crisis all through the piece. There was some criticism on the D'Orsay costumes of the piece ; the short-waisted waistcoats, the broad-brimmed opera hats, and the richthen in Paris. The company treated this as a mere imaginary notion, but some, more curious than the rest, noted the day and hour to see how far this warning was justified by the actual event. And the result was that at the precise moment, Louis, while walking in the streets of Paris, had been knocked down by a blow upon the head, dealt by some one who approached him from behind. He fell senseless to the ground: the assailant escaped, nor could all the efforts of the police afford the slightest clue for his detection.^
